These 4 species we describe below, following our diagnosis of Pseudocyclops and our observations on the behavior and the ecological niche of its members.
The fact that we have collected 4 new species from a single locality, doubling the number of known Atlantic species, lends support to this belief.
These 4 species we describe below, following our diagnosis of Pseudocyclops and our observations on the behavior and the ecological niche of its members.
The detection of a very few specimens of Pseudocyclops in plankton tows led to a search for its habitat. Most of the specimens had been collected in the Canal de Magueyes, the shallow channel between ' The former is associated with the U.S. National Museum, the latter with the Institute of Marine Biolopy, University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez. have not yet been discovered, the diagnosis must be considered provisional.
In particular Pseudocyclops simplex Sewell (1932) differs from this diagnosis in its swimming leg setation and should be given further study.
We follow Gooding's (1957) with 1 inner seta and 1 outer seta; segment 3 with 1 terminal seta, 2-2-3-3 inner setae, and 4-5-5-5 outer setae; endopod segment 3 with 6-8-8- The presence of 4 congeneric species in the same habitat is of considerable interest and raises the question of competition among them. Hutchinson (1951) has pointed out that when 2 freshwater calanoids coexist in the same habitat, they usually differ in size.
He suggested that differences in the type of food utilized should accompany these size differences and reduce or eliminate competition figure 11a ; endopod with minor differences in setation from that of P. cokeri. Gnathal lobe of mandible with more teeth than that of P. cokeri; basipod of palp with 2 setae; endopod segment 1 with 4 setae. Maxilla 1 with 4 setae on second basal segment; endopod with groups of 3 and 4 setae on medial The specific name ruhrocinctus (Latin "ruber", red, and "cinctus," girdled) refers to the red band of pigment of the prosome.
The incompletely described P. reductus Nicholls (1944) from the Red Sea (Ghardaqa) appears to be very close to P. ruhrocinctus. The female fifth legs of the 2 species are very similar, but endopod segment 3 of P. reductus has only 4 setae, while that of P. ruhrocinctus has
